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On Tuesday morning, July 8, 2025, Mr. William L. Stripling peacefully
departed this life.

William was born on April 9, 1944, in Baxley, Georgia, to the late Mr.
Nathaniel and Mrs. Evelyn Stripling. He was educated in the public
schools of Appling County and, upon graduating from high school, went
on to build a life rooted in love, faith, and family.

He married the love of his life, Erma Jean Vann Stripling, on June 7, 1980.
They had one son, Wendell Stripling, and together they built a beautiful
life. Shortly after their marriage, the couple relocated to New York, where
William would later retire. Following retirement, Willilam and Erma
returned to Baxley and became a part of Georgia Department of Family
and Children Services family of foster parents. Together, they loved,
cared for, and nurtured 65 children for over 20 years.

A man of strong faith, William was a devoted member of First African
Baptist Church for many years. Later, he moved his membership to
Morgan Chapel Missionary Baptist Church to worship alongside his wife.

William was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Erma Jean Vann
Stripling; his son, Wendell Stripling; four brothers, Nathaniel Stripling Jr.,
Allen Stripling, Bobby Stripling, and Alton Stripling; one sister, Beverly A.
Smith; and his parents, Mr. Nathaniel and Mrs. Evelyn Stripling.

He leaves to cherish his memory his devoted brother, Rev. Zackrus (Mary)
Walton; two loving nieces, Marjorie (Dion) Hyche and Alisha (Montarro)
Reese; and four dear nephews, Arlo Walton, Zackrus (Catawba) Walton,
Alton (Annette) Stripling, and Myron Walton. He is also lovingly
remembered by his sister-in-law, Evelyn Vann Barron; his special cousin,
Barber Boston; his niece, Chandra Smith; his nephew, Michael Stripling;
and a host of great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, and cherished
friends.

William's legacy of love, kindness, and quiet strength will live on in the
hearts of all who knew and loved him.
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